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themselves with the bayonet. Prosper Mass6na was very
brave, and in no way dazed by the danger, although we
found ourselves every moment in this chaos face to face with
the enemy's troopers. My position then became very critical,
since I had a threefold task to fulfil. First, to parry the
blows aimed at young Massena, who had never learnt the
sword exercise and used his weapon clumsily; secondly, to
defend myself, and lastly, to speak to our demoralised soldiers
to make them understand that they were to go towards the
island of Lobau and not towards the divisions which were
still in line. Neither of us received any wound, for when
the Austrian troopers perceived that we were determined to
defend ourselves vigorously, they left us, and turned their
attention to the unresisting foot-soldiers.

When troops are in disorder, the soldiers fling them-
selves like sheep in the direction where they see their com-
rades running, and thus, as soon as I had imparted the
marshal's orders to a certain number of officers, and they
had shouted to their people to run towards the island, the
stream of fugitives made in that direction. I found General
Boudet at last, and he succeeded under the fire of our guns
in rallying his troops. My task was thus at an end, and I
returned with Prosper towards the marshal. But in my*
desire to take the shortest road, I imprudently passed near a
clump of trees, behind which some hundred Austrian uhlans
were posted. They charged upon us unawares, we mean-
while making at full speed for a line of French cavalry
which was coming our way. We were none too soon, for the
enemy's squadron was on the point of reaching us, and was
pressing us so close that I thought for a moment that we
were going to be killed or taken prisoners. But.at the
approach of our men the uhlans wheeled about, all but one
officer, who, being admirably mounted, would not leave us
without having a shot at us. One bullet pierced the neck of
Prospers horse, and the animal, throwing up his head vio-
lently, covered young Mass6na's face with blood. I thought
he was wounded, and was getting ready to defend Mm
against the uhlan officer, when we were met by the e^gy, aiwi, ^ttdfci. saftr
